iLITTLE  STORY-TELLER, 


GLASGOW 

PRINTED  FOR  THE  BOOKSELLERS. 
1  850. 

Price  One  Halfpenny. 


CHILDREN'S  BOOK  *    

COLLECTION  <£     BET 

§ 

.    I 


* 

LIBRARY  OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  CALIFORN 

LOS  ANGELES 


e  f  g 

L  m  n 

o   p    q    r    s  t  n 

v   w  x   y  z 


ROMAN  CAPITALS. 


A  B  C  D  E  F  G 
H  I  J  K  L  M 
N  O  P  Q  R  S  T 
U  V  W  X  Y  Z 


1234567890 


THE 

LITTLE  STORY-TELLER. 


DILIGENCE  ENCOURAGED. 

James  and  William  Morley  were  very  good 
boys,  and  great  favourites  of  their  teacher. 
They  were  never  absent  from  school  and 
never  behind  with  their  lessons,  so  that  in  a 
short  time  they  had  made  great  progress  in 
their  studies.  To  reward  their  good  beha- 
viour their  mamma,  on  James's  birthday, 
which  was  a  fine  summer  day,  took  them  on 
a  pleasure  trip  in  a  steam-boat ;  and  as  this 
was  the  first  time  they  had  been  so  far  from 
home,  they  saw  many  things  with  which  they 
were  quite  delighted.  They  told  their  papa 
in  the  evening  of  all  they  had  seen,  and  he 
promised  that  if  they  continued  to  get  their 
lessons  well,  he  would,  on  William's  birthday, 
give  them  another  pleasure  trip — perhaps 
take  them  a  few  miles  to  the  country  by 
railway. 
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KINDNESS  TO  THE  POOR. 

Few  little  boys  or  girls  would  have  done 
as  George  Wilson  and  his  sister  Emily  did. 
One  holiday  their  papa  had  given  them  six- 
pence each,  to  spend  as  they  pleased,  and 
they  went  out  to  buy  something  nice  and  take 
a  walk  into  the  fields.  But  they  had  not 
gone  far  when  they  met  a  poor  woman  and 
two  ragged  children,  who  looked  as  if  they 
had  not  had  any  food  that  day.  "  Emily," 
aaid  George,  "  I  think  we  should  each  give 
half  of  what  papa  gave  us  to  this  poor  wo- 
man, for  she  and  her  children  need  food, 
while  we  do  not ;  and  the  remainder  will  be 
enough  for  us  to  spend  in  sweetmeats."  Emily 
at  once  consented  to  her  brother's  proposal, 
and  they  accordingly  gave  sixpence  to  the 
woman,  who  seemed  very  thankful  for  their 
kindness,  and  gave  them  her  best  blessings 
for  it.  When  they  went  home  they  told 
their  papa  what  they  had  done,  and  he  said 
he  was  very  glad  they  had  behaved  so  well. 
Good  children  are  always  kind  to  the  poor. 
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INDUSTRY  REWARDED. 

Emma  Lovegood  was  an  industrious  little 
girl — always  either  at  her  book  or  her  needle. 


She  learned  her  lessons  very  quickly,  and 
therefore  was  often  at  the  head  of  her  class ; 
while  in  needlework  she  made  greater  pro- 
gress than  most  children  of  her  age.  Ilcr 
uncle,  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  school,  gave 
her  a  present  of  a  new  frock  and  half-a-crown, 
as  a  reward  for  her  attention  and  good  be- 
haviour. 
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IDLENESS  PUNISHED. 

Frank  Slothful  had  kind  and  good  parents, 
who  were  anxious  that  he  should  make  great 
progress  in  his  studies  at  school ;  hut  instead 
of  learning  his  lessons,  and  improving  him- 
self so  as  to  keep  pace  with  his  class-fellows, 
he  was  too  fond  of  play,  and  of  course  always 
or  very  frequently  at  the  foot  of  his  class. 
Rut  that  is  not  all.  lie  often  got  into 
quarrels  with  other  idle  boys  like  himself; 
and  on  one  occasion  got  a  sound  drubbing 
which  made  him  keep  his  bed  for  some  days. 


THE  CARELESS  EOT. 

William  Stanley  was  sent  by  his  mamma 
to  the  baker's  with  a  nice  pie;  but  in  passing 
old  Margaret's  apple  stall  he  thought  he 
should  like  some  of  her  nice  fruit,  and  kept 
looking  so  long  at  the  pears  and  plums,  that 
lie  ran  against  the  wheel  of  a  cart,  which 
was  passing  the  end  of  the  stieet,  and  dashed 
the  pie  to  pieces. 


THE  LITTLE  STORY- TELLER. 


THE  TAME  ROBIX. 


Ellen  Edwards,  a  kind-hearted  little  girl, 
used  to  give  her  play-mates  a  share  of  her 


pieces  and  sweetmeats,  and  was  beloved  by 
all  who  knew  her.     She  kept  her  crumbs  J 
carefully  to  feed  the  birds  and  pigeons,  for  | 
ihe  was  taught  to  let  nothing  be  lost  ;  and  in 
winter,  a  pretty  little  Robin  Redbreast  visit- 


ed her  every  evening,  who  at  last  became  so  j 
fond  of  her  that  he  would  perch  on  her  finger,  j 
and  eat  the  crumbs  out  of  her  hand.  So 
Ellen  thought  she  was  well  repaid  for  her 
kindness  to  him. 
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THE  PRATTLER. 

Amelia  Sandford  was  a  lively  pleasant  lit- 
tle girl,  but  a  very  great  prattler, — a  fault 
which  her  kind  papa  and  mamma  tried  all 
means  to  cure,  but  without  any  good  effect, 
for  Amelia,  as  she  grew  older,  talked  as  much 
as  ever.  One  autumn  her  parents  were  in- 
vited to  spend  a  fortnight  in  the  country  with 
some  friends ;  but  they  could  not  think  of 
taking  Amelia  with  them  on  account  of  her 
bad  habit.  She  was  very  much  grieved  when 
her  papa  told  her  that  she  was  to  be  left  at 
home,  as  a  punishment  for  her  talkative 
disposition,  and  promised  that  while  they 
were  away  she  would  try  and  improve.  When 
Mr  and  Mrs  Sandford  returned,  they  were 
pleased  with  the  change  in  Amelia's  manners. 
She  kept  her  tongue  in  check  more  than  ever 
she  had  done  before ;  and  though  it  cost  her 
an  effort  at  first,  she  soon  overcame  the  ha- 
bit which  so  much  concerned  her  parents, 
and  asked  their  forgiveness  for  having  vexed 
them  with  it  so  long. 
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FANNY  AND  HER  DOO. 

Fanny  Fairburn  was  a  good  girl,  and  a 
great  favourite  of  her  papa.  On  one  occa- 
sion, when  she  was  very  attentive  to  her 
lessons,  and  got  a  prize  at  the  close  of  the 
session,  her  papa  bought  her  a  pretty  little 
dog,  which  soon  became  very  fond  of  her. 


She  kept  him  very  clean,  and  wrought  a 
neat  little  collar  for  him;  and  when  she 
walked  out  with  him  by  her  side,  he  was  ad- 
mired by  every  one  who  saw  him.  lie  was 
also  a  great  favourite  with  Fanny's  playmates. 
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RASHNESS  REPROVED. 

"  I  wish,  papa,"  said  little  Harry  Dale, 
"  you  would  order  the  gardener  to  root  out 
that  ugly-looking  useless  vine  stump,  and 
make  firewood  of  it."  "  No,  no,  Harry, 
dear,"  replied  Mr  Dale,  "  it  certainly  is  not 
!  very  attractive  in  appearance  at  present, 
i  but  you  shall  see  by  the  time  you  return 
'  from  school  in  autumn  how  very  different  it 
will  look."  Harry,  though  he  could  not 
help  thinking  that  its  removal  would  be  an 
improvement  in  the  part  of  the  garden  where 
it  stood,  was  satisfied  with  his  papa's  state- 
ment; and  in  a  few  months  after,  when  he 
joined  his  family,  during  the  vacation,  he 
was  astonished  to  see  the  old  stump  now 
covered  over  with  rich  foliage,  and  clusters 
of  grapes  hanging  from  it.  Harry  learned 
from  this,  that  it  is  wrong  to  be  too  rash  in 
forming  an  opinion,  and  judging  from  present 
appearances;  and  ever  after  he  took  care 
not  to  speak  so  unguardedly.  When  disposed 
to  find  fault,  he  remembered  that  he  himself 
was  in  error  with  regard  to  the  vine  stump. 
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THE  ELEPHANT  AND  THB  TAILOR. 

An  East  Indian  tailor,  who  lived  in  a  small 
booth,  having  an  open  window  to  the  street, 
was  one  day  busy  making  some  fine  clothes. 
An  elephant  in  passing  put  in  his  trunk  at  the 


tailor's  window,  not  meaning  to  do  any  harm. 
The  tailor,  from  mere  wantonness,  pricked 
the  trunk  with  his  needle,  whereupon  the 
animal  hastily  withdrew,  and  jogged  on  its 
way  to  the  waterside.  To  punish  the  tailor 
for  his  cruelty,  the  elephant  took  up  a  great 
quantity  of  water  into  its  trunk,  and  in  re- 
passing  the  tailor's  window,  discharged  the 
whole  at  him,  spoilt  the  fine  clothes  he  was 
making,  and  made  him  a  laughing-stock  to 
all  his  neighbours. 


HALFPENNY    BOOKS. 
NEW   AND   IMPROVED  SERIES, 

SOLD  BY  ALL  BOOKSELLERS. 

1.—  The  Child's  First  Book. 

2.— The  Picture  Alphabet. 

3._The  Alphabet  Illustrated. 

4.— The  Poetical  Primer. 

5. — Rhymes  for  the  Nursery. 

6.— 'I  he  New  Picture  Gallery. 

7.— The  Juvenile  Keepsake. 

8. — Games  and  Amusements. 

9.— The  New  Riddle  Book. 
10.— The  Little  Storyteller. 
1 1  .—The  Birth-day  Present. 
12.— jEsop's  Fables. 
1 3.— The  Book  of  Trades. 
14. — The  Juvenile  Forget-me-not. 
15.— The  Anecdote  Book. 
16. — Costumes  of  Different  Natioas. 
17  — Natural  History  of  Domestic  Animals. 

18'. Wild  Animals. 
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20. No.  2. 

21.— The  New  Year's  Gift. 
'2:2. — The  Budget  of  Mirth. 
23. — The  Babes  in  the  Wood. 
24.— The  History  of  the  Bible. 
25.— The  Young  Farmer. 
26.— The  Cries  of  London, 
27.— The  House  that  Jack  Built. 
28.— Mother  Hubbard  and  her  Dog. 
29.— Little  .Red  Riding  Hood. 
30.— The  Failing  Gift. 

Otfiers  are  in  Preparation. 


